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Sens. Tom Udall and Martin 
Heinrich recently announced 
the names of two students 
who were selected as delegates 
to the 55th annual United 
States Senate Youth Program 
(USSYP).

The program takes place 
March 4-11 in Washington, 
D.C.

One of the students is 
Ranchos de Taos resident 
James Michael Valerio. The 
other student selected is Irene 
Tenaya Fernald, of Las Cruces. 
The two were chosen from 
across the state to be part of a 
group of 104 student delegates 
who will attend the program.

Valerio attends Taos High 
School and serves as the 
New Mexico State Health 
Occupations Students of 
America (HOSA) president. 
He is the president of the 
local chapter of the National 
Honor Society, founding mem-
ber and current president of 
his school’s Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicana/o de 
Aztlan (MECHA) club, par-
ticipates and holds office in 
local town government and is 
a member of his high school’s 
mariachi group. Valerio has 
also completed an internship 
in the surgical department at 
Holy Cross Hospital in Taos.

The impetus for the pro-
gram is “to increase young 
Americans’ understanding of 
the interrelationships of the 
three branches of government, 
learn the caliber and respon-
sibilities of federally elected 
and appointed officials, and 
emphasize the vital impor-
tance of democratic decision 
making not only for America 
but for people around the 
world,” a news release stated.

Each year, the competitive 
merit-based program identi-
fies outstanding high school 
students — two from each 
state, the District of Columbia 
and the Department of 

Defense Education Activity — 
to D.C. for an intensive week-
long study of the federal gov-
ernment and the people who 
lead it.

In addition to participa-
tion in the program week, 
the Hearst Foundations will 
give each student a $10,000 
undergraduate college schol-
arship with encouragement to 
continue coursework in gov-
ernment, history and public 
affairs. Transportation and all 
expenses for Washington Week 
are also provided by the Hearst 
Foundations.

— Staff report

Lt. Isaac Valerio, a 
Taoseño and command-
er of the New Mexico State 
Police Investigations Bureau 
zone three impact office in 
Albuquerque, has been pro-
moted to captain. 

Valerio will oversee the 
Investigations Bureau south 
zone and will be stationed out 
of Las Cruces. He will com-
mand zones four and five of 
the Investigations Bureau. 

The south zone covers New 
Mexico’s 15 most southern 
counties and encompasses all 
of the U.S. and Mexico border in 
New Mexico. The Investigations 
Bureau is responsible for inves-
tigating major crimes for the 
state police. 

Valerio is a recent graduate 
of the FBI National Academy 
in Quantico, Virginia. He has 19 
years of law enforcement expe-
rience, which started with the 
Taos Police Department for the 
first few years of his career. He 

then worked for the Santa Fe 
Police Department for a couple 
of years before joining the New 
Mexico State Police. 

A graduate of Taos High 
School, he is the son of Ben 
and Juanita Valerio, of Arroyo 
Hondo.

— Staff report
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Meg Greenwood designs a unique 
Taos Life – with roots

 B Y  K AT H Y  C Ó R D OVA  F O R  T H E  TAO S  N E W S  

Meg Greenwood’s world can best be described as simple, natural 
beauty. Her evolution from an international interior designer for 
architectural firms in Los Angeles to owner of a homesteader 
adobe home along the lower Río Grande in Ranchos de Taos 
benefits both Greenwood and the surrounding community.

‘I love this place’
Greenwood said after the deaths of her parents, she left the “big city.” 
“In favor of a place where I visited during a vacation at the time 
of the Balloon Fiesta, when the launch occurred on Weimer Road. 
My visit was 25 years ago and my move happened 23 years ago 
this October. I love this place,” she said. 
Greenwood purchased property that required restoration and 
included a 60-degree-angled hillside to the river and a 100-year-
old apricot tree and other plant life. The designer blended her skills 
with the traditional work of Carmen Velarde. The result produced 
rambling rooms with kiva fireplaces. Velarde also sculpted shelving 
units and a cooking fireplace from mud. Velarde and her students 
at the Taos Institute of Art produced an horno on Greenwood’s 
property.
Changes resulting from the move to this area included snowy 
weather and irrigating from an acequia. Greenwood laughed as 
she recalled her participation as the only woman on ditch cleaning 
day. A major landscape change included the use of moss rock. 
A man from Las Vegas, New Mexico, delivered the material by 
the truckload and Greenwood used the rock to preserve items 
growing on the land. 
She lists choke cherries, native plants and rose hips as part of her 
surroundings. Beavers below her property protect the land by 
cutting down material and damming the river. Wild birds and other 
animals add to the peaceful aspect of the neighborhood.
“My aesthetic is that I love Japanese design and simple joinery of 
what you can see. My home includes this idea,” Greenwood said.

Taos background
Greenwood says she’s a very visual person who is able to see 
the potential of everything. “Here, I spearheaded renovating my 
home, live to hear the bells from the St. Francis Church in Ranchos 
chime and meet interesting people who grew up here. I witness 
the Posadas, visit Taos Pueblo and enjoy life. I decided to share this 
wonderful experience by opening the bed-and-breakfast Meg’s 
Place. I operated it for eight years,” she said.
A couple staying at the B&B visited for the purpose of studying oil 
painting. They posed a question to their hostess: “Why don’t you 
join the garden club?”
About 21 years ago, Greenwood joined Los Jardineros Garden 

Club of Taos and learned about the difficulty of growing native 
plants in this climate. She remained fascinated with the idea of 
keeping her landscaping organic without pesticides as much as 
possible.

Los Jardineros
Greenwood, the president of Los Jardineros Garden Club of 
Taos, described the main goal of the organization as helping the 
community. The club offers grants, informational gatherings and 
activities to keep the area beautiful. Club members plan to mentor 
young people and interact with other entities in the community. 
The main fundraising event, the annual Garden and Home Tour, 
showcases the local area. Another successful fundraiser included 
the production of “Piñon Palate,” a square cookbook with a black 
lacquer cover that features a colorful chile ristra. Established in 
1949, the club uses its nonprofit status to honor its heritage to 
give back to the community. Los Jardineros meets from February 
to October on the third Thursday of the month at the Taos Tennis 
Club. Meetings include a potluck, the first half hour as a social 
opportunity, then the meeting followed by a speaker. Greenwood 
calls this “an educational experience, open to the public.” 
Beginning this February, a different local vendor may sell his or 
her wares at a meeting. In July, a members-only tour adds to the 

knowledge and enjoyment. “We have many energetic people who 
want to add beauty to the community,” Greenwood said.
The club spearheads the hanging flower baskets in the historic 
area. This project includes placing brackets on the lamp posts 
high enough to enable people to walk under them with no 
hindrance. Each basket weighs more than 50 pounds. Throughout 
the project’s history, water connectors under the Plaza gazebo, 
help from town of Taos employees, research and trips to Colorado 
formed some of the labor of love. As part of an experiment, the 
group attempted to use dried flowers only to have the items 
removed. Currently, flowers planted in Colorado in February 
and then moved to Taos at the proper time formulate the 
organization’s plan. The baskets on the Plaza lasted until October 
this year.
Ideas for the future include solar lamp posts on the Plaza and 
Ledoux Street and hanging baskets and a seating area in the 
alleyway along La Fonda. Members hope to help beautify the 
Historic County Courthouse and formulate master gardener 
classes for young people so they may tend to their own gardens.

Personal level
Greenwood likes to be more of a behind-the-scenes person. As 
such, she helped initiate the Taos Folk annual event at the Stables 
Art Center. The pop-up gallery, which features works from local 
artists available for sale, exists for a month and then “is put 
away.” The framework exists from that which Greenwood loves 
— simple, organic materials. Painted wood crates, sand bags, 
wired fencing, plastic and stones transform to tables, hanging 
areas, card holders, etc., or as creative Greenwood terms it, 
“organic with sophistication.”
The interior designer loves to entertain. She didn’t know anyone 
when she moved to Taos, but now knows many people and enjoys 
meeting interesting folks. Greenwood loves to cook and considers 
presentation as a very important factor to the self-avowed 
“foodie.” Part of her edible life includes making chutneys from her 
fruit trees.
“I like giving things to people. My lifestyle is quiet. I surround 
myself with natural beauty and I love to create everything myself,” 
she said. Her creations include simplicity and natural materials. 
Greenwood likes classical music and, besides gardening, enjoys 
handwork, painting, drawing, making collages with natural 
material and work with rice paper.
“Life here is a very gratifying experience,” she said.
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Katharine Egli

Meg Greenwood and her poodle, Sasha, take a stroll 
in Greenwood’s garden in Ranchos de Taos.
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Ranchos student 
selected for Senate 
Youth Program

Courtesy photo
James Michael Valerio

Taoseño promoted to 
state police captain
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“We love Taos---
so do you.”
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NMED says safe water 
restored at Questa

The village of Questa lift-
ed its drinking water system’s 
precautionary boil advisory, 
restoring service for nearly 2,000 
residents.

Staff from the New Mexico 
Environment Department 
(NMED) worked with the village 
throughout the recent water 
emergency to ensure the pro-
tection of public health. The 
precautionary advisory was first 
issued Dec. 7 to ensure drinking 
water safety after Questa’s well 
production problems and dis-
tribution system pressure issues 
were detected.

The advisory was a pre-
cautionary measure taken by 
Questa, with concurrence from 
NMED, due to the potential for 
contamination from leaks and 
low pressure, even though no 
contamination had been detect-
ed. Questa’s water consumers 
were advised to boil the water 
before drinking, cooking, wash-
ing dishes and bathing. Backup 
water supplies were planned 
for staging at the local school 
in the event of an extended 
water outage. The village drilled 
a new well and worked closely 
with NMED Drinking Water 
Bureau engineers to ensure 
that the new well met structural 
and public health protection 
standards for the source supply 
of drinking water, eliminating 
the need for the backup water 
supply.

Questa’s water system opera-
tors were also able to locate and 
address various leaks and failing 
apertures on the drinking water 
distribution system that were 
contributing to the loss of pres-
sure. NMED says it will continue 
to monitor the situation.

“This is an important 
reminder for all public water 
systems to monitor their drink-
ing water supplies continuously 
and closely and to maintain and 
implement up-to-date opera-
tions and maintenance manuals 
and emergency response plans 
so that they are prepared for 
unexpected situations, such 
as the one Questa faced and 
resolved,” said Environment 
Secretary Butch Tongate.

— Staff report


